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privilege of hearing Jean Sibelius from Finland
direct nine of his old and new compositions on
June 4th, 1914."

If the musical festival in Norfolk signified a
great personal triumph for Sibelius, the latter was,
for his part, no less delighted by what he had the
opportunity of hearing of the works of others.

" The idea I obtained there of the musical life of

America was extraordinarily favourable.    I thought

it surprisingly rich.   The performance of Handel's

' Messiah' with the magnificent choir of 400 male

voices and the brilliant soloists was wonderful,

fully comparable to the best in Europe.   Of the

young American music I received a very pleasing

impression.   In our own country many people at

that time still had the idea that American music

was exhausted if you mentioned the Boston and

ragtime.   I was able to convince myself on the spot

of the thorough fallacy of such a view.   There was

much in the work of the young American composers

that was built on European models, but also much

that indicated that in the realm of music, too, the

Americans were pressing forward with well-directed

energy towards independent forms.   From that

moment I realised that American music was also a

factor to be reckoned with in the musical life of

the world."

The musical festival in Norfolk was succeeded
by the next great event in Sibelius' sojourn in
America, the award of his degree in Yale University.